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LIVE EXPORT — INVESTIGATION 
Statement 

HON COLIN de GRUSSA (Agricultural) [10.08 pm]: I rise to make a contribution on the serious issue of 
Awassi Express and the horrible footage that we saw on the weekend of that incident. As someone who has spent 
most of my life as a sheep producer, not only was I sickened to the core to see this and to see those animals suffer 
the way they did, but, more than that, I am furious that in this day and age those conditions were endured by those 
animals. I do not believe there is any need or excuse for that. I welcome federal Minister Littleproud’s inquiries. 
I welcome his push for stronger penalties. I welcome his review of regulations and an independent regulator as 
well, because we need to ensure that the penalties reflect the contemporary expectations of our society and that 
they are appropriately applied where necessary. 

The incident that we saw is not acceptable and collectively we all need to try to do something to stop those things 
happening. Although it is federal legislation, we absolutely have to have a good look at some of the marine orders 
that apply to livestock vessels and the grandfather clauses that are made in here about older vessels that do not 
have to meet modern standards. Come on, that is not acceptable. If a boat is not up to scratch, sheep should not be 
put on it. The time has come to impose modern conditions. They talk about ventilation. Older ships have to provide 
only 75 per cent of the relevant capacity. Do sheep require only 75 per cent of the ventilation on those older boats? 
Of course they do not. Those sorts of clauses need to go. 

The industry is angry as well. It is not happy. There are many examples of those who are doing the right thing and 
exporting live animals without incident. They should not be penalised because they are doing the right thing. Those 
who are doing the wrong thing should be heavily penalised. We need to look at the stocking densities on those 
boats at certain times of the year. Maybe there is an opportunity to review that, as well as the management on 
board the boat. Is adequate training provided to the livestock handlers on those boats? The animals are in pens. If 
they are emptying dirty water troughs onto the floor and those pens get wet, what happens in humid, hot weather? 
Ammonia is released from the animal waste on the floor. Water should not be put on the floor; it should be kept 
dry. A whole bunch of things need to be done. We need to find out exactly what happened. 

This investigation is obviously very important. We need to look at what the good guys are doing. We need to look 
at what those exporters who are not having these issues are doing and why it works. We need to make sure that 
the legislative standards are modern. We need to make sure that the penalties are appropriate and perhaps we need 
to even have a look at the reportable mortality rate. Maybe that needs to be lowered a little and maybe there needs 
to be a penalty if it is exceeded. Unfortunately, sometimes a big-stick approach has to be taken to get things to 
happen. The good operators will not have anything to fear because they are already meeting or exceeding the 
standards. In fact, some of the statistics since 2010 show a decline in the number of live export deaths. For example, 
the live export mortality rate for sheep was down to about 0.65 per cent in 2017. That is notwithstanding, 
obviously, this incident that occurred. It is still not acceptable, but the point is that I believe overall they are 
working to reduce that mortality rate. They are doing the right thing and meeting as much of the regulations as 
they can. We need to make sure that those regulations are contemporary and we need to make sure that the 
standards for ships reflect what is required. We need to be careful that we do not penalise the industry. We cannot 
go down the 2011 route; we cannot go down the ban route. That devastated the industry. It left families and 
producers deeply affected. The industry is still recovering from the damage it did to relationships with our 
customers. We need to be very careful in whatever approach we take that it reflects well on our nation as a supplier 
to those customers and that it also meets consumer expectations. It is obvious that incidents like this should not 
occur. Again, I do not think there is an excuse. The full force of any penalties should be applied.  
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